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In his pathbreaking Israel
in Egypt, James K. Hoﬀmeier sought to refute
the claims of scholars
who doubt the historical
accuracy of the biblical
account of the Israelite
sojourn in Egypt. Analyzing a wealth of textual, archaeological, and geographical evidence, he put forth a thorough defense of the biblical tradition. Hoﬀmeier now
turns his attention to the wilderness narratives
of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers. As director of the North Sinai Archaeological Project,
Hoﬀmeier has led several excavations that have
uncovered important new evidence supporting
the wilderness narratives, including a major New
Kingdom fort at Tell el-Borg that was occupied
during the Israelite exodus. Hoﬀmeier employs
these archaeological ﬁndings to shed new light on
the rout of the exodus from Egypt. He also investigates the location of Mount Sinai and oﬀers a
rebuttal to those who have sought to locate it in
northern Arabia and not on the Sinai Peninsula
as traditionally thought. Hoﬀmeier addresses
how and when the Israelites could have lived in
Sinai, as well as whether it would have been possible for Moses to write down the law received at
Mount Sinai. Building on new evidence for the
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Israelite sojourn in Egypt, Hoﬀmeier explores
the Egyptian inﬂuence on the wilderness tradition. For example, he ﬁnds Egyptian elements in
Israelite practices, including the use of the tabernacle, and points to a signiﬁcant number of
Egyptian personal names among the generation
of the exodus.
The origin of Israel is a subject of much debate,
and the wilderness tradition has been marginalized by those who challenge its credibility. In Ancient Israel in Sinai, Hoﬀmeier brings the wilderness tradition to the forefront and makes a case
for its authenticity based on solid evidence and
intelligent analysis.
Cult and Character.
Puriﬁcation Oﬀerings,
Day of Atonement, and
Theodicy
Roy Gane
Eisenbrauns, 2005
394 pp., $ 44.50

Through the swirling
smoke of Aaron’s incense,
and of scholarly theories,
Cult and Character steps
toward the meaning enacted on “the Day of Purgation,” commonly known
as Yom Kippur or “the Day of Atonement.” The
rituals of this great Day are prescribed in Leviticus 16 portraying the high priest who approaches the center of ancient Israelite religion:

the deity YHWH in his awesome Holy of Holies. Gane demonstrates how here, at the heart of
the middle book of the Pentateuch, the biblical
text reveals YHWH’s holy character and his way
of dealing with imperfect people of various kinds
of character. By treating moral evil both as relational/legal breach and as pollution, the Israelite
system of “puriﬁcation oﬀerings,” the so-called
“sin oﬀerings” addresses both the standing and
state of God’s people. This system shows the way
not only to freedom from condemnation but also
to healing of character, which is deﬁned in terms
of loyalty to God. Freedom and healing come together on the Day of Atonement, when puriﬁcation rituals beneﬁt those who show themselves
loyal to God by aﬃrming the freedom from condemnation that they have previously received. The
eﬀects of puriﬁcation rituals on God’s sanctuary
and community proﬁle harmony between justice
and kindness in the character of God as he deals
with imperfect people by pardoning and clearing
the loyal but condemning the disloyal. Gane ﬁnds
textual evidence pointing to two major phases of
purgation for each expiatory sin, both of which
are accomplished through the so-called “sin-offerings.” The ﬁrst phase removes the sin from the
oﬀerer, and the second removes the same sin from
the sanctuary on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16). By this contribution, Gane signiﬁcantly
departs from Jacob Milgrom’s one-phase sacriﬁcial expiation theory. Gane’s conclusions lead the
reader to a new and inspiring understanding of
the aﬃrmation of God’s justice and holiness.
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